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What kind of lessons do we teach?
We directly teach phonics, calculation, writing and reading skills through guided learning sessions. 

We believe that classrooms are places where thinking, questioning, predicting, contradicting and doubting are actively promoted. We develop children as active creators of their own knowledge through providing high quality opportunities for sequencing and sorting, classifying and comparing, making predictions, relating cause and effect, drawing conclusions, generating new ideas, problems solving, testing solutions and making decisions.

Teachers are encouraged to grasp every opportunity to engage and enthuse their learners and demonstrate their energy, commitment and passion for the learning process.

Teachers are urges to take risks and exploit the creativity and curiosity of pupils.

We aim to get the balance right in several key areas:

· The balance between teacher talk/modelling and pupil activity is in the proportion of 1:4. We hand over responsibility for learning to the children. We replace the ‘sage on the stage’ with the ‘guide from the side’ (Ian Gilbert)

· The balance between the teaching of knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes, recognising that the latter will be significant in developing the child as a good learner

· The balance between dependency on the teacher, independence and interdependence on the other pupils around them

· The balance of time, recognising that great and deep learning cannot necessarily be achieved within the middle part of a three-part lesson
We expect high quality work that:

· Reflects pride and perseverance

· Has evidence of creativity, originality and/or uniqueness

· Show there have been high levels of independence and/or collaboration

· Clearly builds on prior learning

· Shows that challenge contributes towards the child achieving one or more of their learning targets
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