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Policy on Religious Education

Aims and objectives

The aim of RE teaching at Brewster Avenue Infantand Nursery School is to:
e Promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of children;
e Prepare childrenatschool forexperiences of laterlife;

e Acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other principal religions
inthe UK;

e Develop attitudes of respecttowards other people who hold different views and beliefs.
Our objectivesinthe teaching of RE are:

e To reflectthe fact that the religious traditions are, in the main, Christian while taking account
of the teachingand practices of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain;

e Tovisitachurch or other Christian place of worship and visit religious buildings of other faiths.

Teaching and learning style

RE teaching focuses on enabling childrento thinkin a spiritual way. We place an emphasis on
places, people and special books, primary sources. We encourage visitors to come into the school
and talk about theirexperiences of religion. We recognise and value the importance of storiesin
RE teaching, and we regard this as an important way of stimulatinginterestin religions. We focus
on helpingchildren to understand that religions can be interpreted in different ways, and that they
should always ask searching questions, such as What s the purpose of life? How should people
treat others? and How do we explain and cope with death and suffering?

We recognise thatinall classes, children have awide range of ability and we seek to provide
suitable learning opportunities forall children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability
of the child. We achieve this by:

e settingtasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;

e whenappropriate groupingchildren by ability in the room, and setting different tasks for
each ability group;

e providingresources of different complexity, depending on the ability of the child;

e usingclassroom assistants tosupportchildrenindividually orin groups.

RE curriculum planning

We ensure thatthere are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and
knowledge in each unit, and we plan progression, sothat the children are increasingly challenged
as they move through the school. Children are encouraged to explore religions, engage with their
knowledge, and reflect ontheirlearningandtheirlives.

We teach the knowledge, skillsand understanding set outinthe Agreed Syllabus for Religious
Education 2018. A long-term plan mapsthe RE themes studied in eachterm duringeach year
group; and the children study RE themes in conjunction with other subjects.

The subjectleaderkeepsandreviews these plansonaregularbasis.

The class teacherwritesthe lesson plans foreach RE lesson. These plans list the specificlearning
objectives and expected outcomes foreach lesson. The class teacher keeps these individual plans,
although s/he and the subjectleaderoften discuss them on aninformal basis.
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Although RE contributes to othersubjects, it must not be defined by or confined to them. Similarly,
although RE and Collective Worship can enrich each other, RE cannot be replaced by or delivered
through Collective Worship.

The Foundation Stage

RE must be included in Reception but not necessarilyin Nursery. REisincludedin Development
mattersinthe Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).

Assessment

Children demonstrate theirabilityin REin a variety of different ways. Teachers will assess
children’s work by makinginformal judgements during lessons. On completion of a piece of work,
the teacherassessesthe work and uses thisinformation to planforfuture learning. Written or
verbal feedbackis given tothe childto help guide hisorherprogress. Older children are
encouraged to make judgements about how they canimprove theirown work.

The RE subjectleaderkeeps samples of children’s work in a portfolio. These demonstrate what the
expected level of achievementisin RE foreach age group inthe school.

Resources

There are sufficientresources forall RE teaching units in the school. We keep these resourcesina
central store. Thisincludes agood supply of books to supportchildren’s individual research.

Withdrawal from RE
Children may be withdrawn by their parents from Religious Education. Parents wishing to
exercise thisright should contact the Head teacherto discuss theirrequest.

Monitoring and review

The coordination and planning of the RE curriculum are the responsibility of the subject leader,
whoalso:

e supportscolleaguesintheirteaching, by keepinginformed about currentdevelopmentsin RE
and by providing astrategiclead and direction forthis subject;

e usesspecially allocated regular management time to review evidence of the children’s work,
and to observe RE lessons across the school.

e maintainsacurriculum coordinatorfolder.

The quality of teachingand learningin RE is monitored and evaluated by the leadership team as
part of the school’s agreed monitoring cycle.

This policy will be reviewed atleast every three years.



